IBM unveils quantum upgrade

AWARDS
Plastic-waste prize
On 18 May, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation announced a US$2-million prize to help keep plastics out of the oceans. Funded by US philanthropist Wendy Schmidt, the New Plastics Economy Innovation Prize is split into two challenges: $1 million is on offer for inventions that get products such as shampoo and drinks to people without generating plastic waste. And another $1 million is available to innovators who come up with ways to make all plastic packaging recyclable. As concern has grown over the threat posed to the environment by plastic in the oceans (see Nature 536, 263-265; 2016) , scientists have stressed the need to reduce pollution at source as well as clean up existing waste. who was wooed in vain by past presidents, will head a powerful new environment and energy ministry.
EVENTS
Election pledges
Ahead of the UK general election in June, the three main political parties have each promised to increase the country's total research spending. The governing Conservative Party -which polls suggest will remain in power following the 8 June election -pledged to raise overall public and private research and development expenditure from 1.7% to 2.4% of the United Kingdom's gross domestic product (GDP) within ten years. 
Swiss nuclear vote
Switzerland has voted to terminate the use of nuclear power in favour of energy from renewable sources. In a 21 May referendum, more than 58% voted to phase out Switzerland's five existing nuclear power plants, which currently provide about one-third of the country's electricity needs. The binding vote backs the Swiss government's plans to decommission the facilities, but does not specify how soon they must be shut off.
improve adolescent health in Africa, she told the World Health Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland. As Nature went to press, the WHO's decisionmaking body was expected to elect a new director-general, who will take office for a five-year term on 1 July.
Seed-vault flood
The Svalbard Global Seed Vault, a repository in the Norwegian Arctic intended to provide a long-term back-up for the world's seeds, is to be upgraded to protect against flooding caused by melting permafrost. Water entered the vault's long access tunnel over the winter, as a result of unusually warm Arctic temperatures. The seeds were safe, but the vault's operator -a Norwegian government agency -announced on 19 May that it will construct extra waterproofing and drainage ditches to protect against the effects of future climate change.
WHO reforms
Three years after the outbreak of the Ebola crisis, the World Health Organization (WHO) has pledged to reform its operations in Africa, where about 100 public-health emergencies occur each year. The agency will establish several sub-regional emergency hubs to help the continent to respond more quickly to future emergencies, said Matsidisho Moeti, its regional director for Africa, on 22 May. The WHO will also step up its efforts to 
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